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Hamburg, Germany ‐ Oct 6, 2025

Day 1 - Embarkation in Hamburg

Embarkation on MS Spitsbergen in Hamburg was an exciting and

well-organized experience that set the tone for the journey ahead.

Upon arrival at the port, guests were greeted by friendly staff who

assisted with check-in and luggage handling, ensuring a smooth start

to the trip. After completing security and receiving their keycards,

passengers picked up their complimentary expedition jackets—perfect

for unpredictable coastal weather and a signature part of the voyage.

As guests stepped aboard, they could opt for some refreshments and

also finding their cabins, with time to explore the ship, attend a safety

briefing, and settle in before departure. The atmosphere is filled with

anticipation as the ship prepares to set sail on its journey down the

European coast.







Harlingen, Netherlands ‐ Oct 7, 2025 399.5 km

Day 2 - Harlingen, The Netherlands

Visiting Harlingen offers a charming glimpse into a traditional Dutch

port town with a rich maritime history. One of the highlights of the

stop is taking a Zodiac cruise through the town’s historic canal system,

providing a unique and up-close perspective of its picturesque

waterways. Gliding past old warehouses, sailing ships, and quaint

brick buildings, guests get a sense of the town’s deep connection to

the sea. The small, agile Zodiacs allow for an intimate experience,

navigating narrow canals that larger boats can’t access, making it a

memorable way to explore Harlingen from the water.







Ostend, Belgium ‐ Oct 8, 2025 319.2 km

Day 3 - Ostend, Belgium

A stop in Ostend offers a convenient gateway to the beautiful city of

Bruges, known for its medieval architecture, winding canals, and

historic charm. Unfortunately, due to a sea pilot strike on the day of

arrival, the visit was delayed, resulting in a shorter stay than originally

planned. Despite the limited time, guests were still able to enjoy a

brief but memorable glimpse of Bruges, exploring its cobblestone

streets, picturesque squares, and rich cultural landmarks. While the

experience was more condensed than hoped, it left a lasting

impression of one of Europe’s most enchanting cities.







Saint-Malo, France ‐ Oct 10, 2025 575.2 km

Day 5 - Saint Malo

Visiting St. Malo by ship offers a captivating introduction to Brittany’s

rugged charm and maritime history. As our ship passed through the

Lock and docked near the ancient walled city, you’re greeted by

granite ramparts and narrow cobbled streets steeped in pirate lore. A

guided walking tour through St. Malo reveals its rich past—from the

corsair stronghold to the Gothic Saint-Vincent Cathedral—and offers

time to explore its bustling markets and sea-view cafes. From there, an

excursion to the iconic Mont Saint-Michel provides a stunning

contrast, as you travel through scenic countryside to the dramatic tidal

island crowned by a medieval abbey. Exploring the winding paths

and sweeping views of Mont Saint-Michel is an unforgettable highlight

of this journey through northern France.







Douarnenez, France ‐ Oct 11, 2025 377.6 km

Day 6 - Douarnenez

Arriving in Douarnenez offers a charming glimpse into Brittany’s

maritime soul, with its colorful fishing boats and historic harbor

steeped in sardine fishing heritage. Once ashore, walking through the

town reveals its coastal charm, from the lively quaysides to the

maritime museum housed in an old cannery. From Douarnenez, an

excursion to Quimper allows visitors to explore the cultural heart of

Cornouaille, with its half-timbered houses, quaint cobblestone streets,

and the impressive Gothic Cathedral of Saint-Corentin. Some also had

a visit to the dramatic Pointe du Raz, where windswept cliffs offer

breathtaking views of the Atlantic Ocean and the untamed beauty of

Brittany’s westernmost point—an awe-inspiring end to a day of

discovery.









Ferrol, Spain ‐ Oct 13, 2025 640.7 km

Day 8 & 9 - Ferrol

Arriving in Ferrol, Spain by ship offers a unique and scenic

introduction to this historic naval city in Galicia. Once ashore, visitors

could enjoy guided walking tours through Ferrol’s charming old town,

exploring its maritime heritage, elegant neoclassical architecture, and

lively local markets. A short journey away, the vibrant city of A Coruña

awaited with its famous Tower of Hercules—the oldest working Roman

lighthouse in the world—offering stunning coastal views. Walking

tours through A Coruña’s old quarter revealed a rich blend of history

and culture, while other excursions in the surrounding region

showcase Galicia’s rugged cliffs, lush countryside, and quaint fishing

villages, making for a diverse and memorable experience along

Spain’s northwestern coast.







Vigo, Spain ‐ Oct 15, 2025 239.9 km

Day 10 - Vigo

Arriving in Vigo unfolded with two parallel excursions that showcased

both the city’s historic charm and the region’s natural beauty. Many

spent the morning on a walking tours through the atmospheric streets

of the Casco Vello, exploring its narrow alleys, lively squares, and

landmarks like the O Berbés market and Monte O Castro, which

offered panoramic views over the Ría de Vigo and the harbor. At the

same time, another group set off by boat to the Cíes Islands, part of

the Atlantic Islands of Galicia National Park. There, they hiked along

scenic coastal trails and enjoyed time on Rodas Beach, famed for its

white sand and crystal-clear waters. In the afternoon, both groups

reunited back in Vigo, sharing stories of their different experiences—

one rooted in the city's rich history, the other in the stunning natural

landscapes just offshore.







Leixoes (Porto), Portugal ‐ Oct 15, 2025 136 km

Day 11 - Porto

We arrived in Porto on our very last stop in some dense fog but

nevertheless the day offered two distinct ways to experience the city’s

rich character. Many spent the morning on a walking tour through the

historic center, wandering the cobbled streets of the Ribeira district,

admiring the colorful tiled buildings, and visiting landmarks such as

the São Bento railway station and Porto Cathedral. Meanwhile,

another group enjoyed a scenic river cruise along the Douro, gliding

beneath the city's iconic bridges and taking in panoramic views of the

hillside architecture and bustling waterfront. In the afternoon,

everyone still had free time to enjoy the charm of Porto’s streets and

history.







Lisbon, Portugal ‐ Oct 17, 2025 336.6 km
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