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Credit: Yuri Choufour/ HX



Citizen 
Science
Inaturalist
We submitted more than 120+ observations to 
Inaturalist., this is the record for this Arctic 
season in Svalbard! You can view our 
observations by clicking here. 

Ebird
We submitted 14 checklists to Ebird. You can 
view the trip report for your voyage by clicking 
here.

Planktonics Project – eDNA around 
Svalbard.
We collected water samples once during this 
voyage.

Credit: Yuri Choufour/ HX

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-07-27-ms-fram-circumnavigating-svalbard?tab=observations
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-07-27-ms-fram-circumnavigating-svalbard?tab=observations
https://ebird.org/tripreport/400112
https://ebird.org/tripreport/400112


iNaturalist
On our voyage we submitted 121  
observations covering a wide range of 47 
living species, from plants to animals 
passing to planktonic creatures.  

Thank you very much for your contribution, 
and feel free to contribute to our project 
for this voyage when you are back home 
reviewing your photos.

Click here to visit the iNaturalist Project for 
this voyage.

Credit: Jan Hvizdal/ HXCredit: Jan Hvizdal/ HXCredit: Helene Dubrasquet/ HX

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-08-24-ms-fram-svalbard
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-08-24-ms-fram-svalbard


iNaturalist
The most abundant species registered 
were the Polar Willow, followed by Fulmar 
and Black Guillemots. Thank you so much 
for your passion , dedication and interest 
in our project!

You can still upload your photos to our 
project once back home.

Click here to visit the iNaturalist Project for 
this voyage.

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-08-24-ms-fram-svalbard
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-08-24-ms-fram-svalbard


eBird
On our voyage we conducted 14 surveys, 
observed 17 bird species and counted a 
total of 721 individuals. The most abundant 
species were the Common Eider, followed 
by the Arctic Tern and the Kittywake. These 
data are crucial to document the 
abundance and distribution of emblematic 
polar and cosmopolitan species around 
Svalbard, both terrestrial and marine 
species. 

Thank you very much for joining Julia 
during our wildlife watch and help us 
contributing to the greatest birding project 
at a worldwide scale !

Click here to visit the Ebird Project for this 
voyage.

https://ebird.org/tripreport/405239
https://ebird.org/tripreport/405239


HappyWhale
During our voyage exploring Spitsbergen, 
we saw walruses, harbour seals, bearded 
seals, minke whales, and a polar bear!

Although we did not manage to take any 
individually identifiable photos of marine 
mammals on this voyage, you can do so 
for any older photos you may have from 
years gone by, this can give scientists a 
better idea of how long the individuals 
sighted more recently have been alive for!

Thank you very much for joining Jenna 
during our wildlife watches.

Click here to visit the HappyWhale Project.

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-07-15-ms-fram-circumnavigating-svalbard?tab=observations


Science Boat
On our voyage we conducted 4 Science 
Boats during which we realized Secchi 
disc measurements & CTD profiles to 
characterize the water column parameters, 
and collected plankton & Niskin bottle 
samples for eDNA. We also helped our 
guest scientists to collect samples for their 
respective projects. 

Once back on-board, we used the 
microscopes in the science centre to 
identify plankton caught during the science 
boats. We observed a great variety of 
zooplankton organisms, with copepods 
being the most abundant, but invertebrates 
larvae and eggs found in our samples. 
Dinoflagellates from Tripos spp were also 
caught. Please see the following slide for 
more pictures of plankton caught during 
our voyage.

Click here to visit the Secchi Disc Project 
and view the Secchi data.Credit: Helene Dubrasquet/ HX

https://www.secchidisk.org/
https://www.secchidisk.org/


Mr. Copepod. Calanus finmarchicus (below) and zooplankton soup (above) Dinoflagellate Tripos sp. (above) and echinoderm larvae (below)

X 15



Underwater
drone

During our voyage, we launched our 
Blueye drone into the water to explore the 
hidden underwater world. We found 
coastal fishes, most likely pollack or 
juvenile Arctic char, as well as sugar kelp 
and jellyfish. Our dive took us to a depth 
of 20 meters, where we found a vibrant 
diversity of organisms that demonstrate the 
abundance and variety of marine wildlife.

Credit: Helene Dubrasquet/ HX



Planktonics 
Project – 
eDNA around 
Svalbard
This project aims to describe the diversity 
of jellies organisms present in waters 
around the archipelago of Svalbard using 
the eDNA technics. This consists of 
filtering water, extract and amplify the 
DNA preserved on the filters targeting 
specific groups of species. During our 
Science boat, we managed to collect one 
time in Magdalenafjorden for this project. 
Filters were kept frozen in our facilities 
until they will be picked up by the 
scientists to be analysed in the laboratory. 
This project has been founded in part by 
the HX Foundation. 

Credit: Charlotte Kirchner/ HX



Geology 
report
Svalbard is a paradise for geologists — a 
land where deep time rises to the surface. 
Its mountains and valleys reveal a story 
stretching back over 2.5 billion years. 
Here, you’ll find rich seams of coal formed 
in tropical swamps, marine fossils of 
ichthyosaurs and ammonites from long-
vanished seas, and even the preserved 
footprints of dinosaurs pressed into 
Cretaceous sandstone. 

The next slides highlights the surprising 
rocks formation we discovered during our 
voyage. 

Credit: Martin Barreiro/ HX











Beach 
clean-up
MS Fram is on a mission to collect ocean 
waste in the isolated locations we visit. 

We collected 32 kg of ocean waste during 
our voyage, bringing the total for the 
season to 166.10 kg!



000 - HX EXPEDITIONS – CITIZEN SCIENCE – BEACH CLEAN UPS

MS Fram is on a mission to collect ocean waste in the isolated locations we visit.
Trash-O-Meter: 

Statistics so far:

So far we have collected a whopping:
Weight: 134.10 KG

On our voyage we collected a total:
Weight: 32.30 KG

Combined weight of waste removed during 
our voyage: 

166.40 KG
Thank you for helping clean up the Arctic.



Burgerbukta and Brepollen

Present day

1936-38TopoSvalbard



Smeerenburgbreen
Present day

1936-38

TopoSvalbard



Monacobreen
Present day

1936-38

TopoSvalbard



GUEST SCIENTISTS 

• SOOP Project – Christian Hohe

• NPI – Fabienne Mannherz & Heidi Ahonen



• 4 sampling locations

• Diverse sampling sites (Glaciers, run-off areas, 
converging fjords, clear water)

• 2 science boat sessions

• Water samples from the surface

• 3 samples each site
• 1x eDNA analysis
• 1x Chlorophyl analysis
• 1x coloured dissolved organic matter

• CTD measurements from 20 m to 40 m depth

• 2 spectrometer measurements

• Visibility measurements with Secchi (5.40 m)

• Filtration to 0.4 µm-membranes

• Stored at -20°C in ethanol



Sound-Cruising
Investigating underwater noise of cruise 

operations in Svalbard

Funded study (900.000 NOK) to collect a data 

set of noise budgets and characteristics 

associated with local cruise activities 

• Prolonged

• Repeated

• Cumulative 
noise exposure for

Fabienne Mannherz
PhD student Marine Bioacoustics

Aarhus University, Denmark

Heidi Ahonen, PhD
Researcher Marine Bioacoustics

Norwegian Polar Institute



Sound Cruising Recap
Svalbard 14th -31st August

Location B) Gnålodden (Burgerbukta)

• Successful re-deployment for 

winter

• Will record 10 min. every hour 

until June ‘26



Sound Cruising Recap
Svalbard 14th -31st August

Handheld recordings

• 7 locations

• Documentation of sound 

characteristics during guest 

operations (Fram & zodiaks)



Winter is coming …

… with 11 Terabytes of audio data (.wav files) 

waiting to be processed and analysed for:

• Ship presence

• Duration of ship noise

• Absolute levels (decibels)

• Frequency range (& acoustic overlap with 

Arctic marine mammals)

 (generated with ChatGPT)

Fabienne Mannherz
PhD Student Marine Bioacoustics

fm@ecos.au.dk 

@hejfabienne

@hejfabienne

https://hejfabienne.substack.com/

Newsletter/Blog: 

Postcards by Fabienne

@fabienne-mannherz

mailto:fm@ecos.au.dk


Wildlife 
List - Marine  & Land 
Mammals

Credit: Jan Hvizdal / HX





Wildlife 
List – Birds

Credit: Jan Hvizdal/ HX





Wildlife 
List – Flora

Credit: Martin Barreiro/ HX





Thank you all 
for your 
contribution 
to science!

Credit: Jan Hvizdal/ HXCredit: Jan Hvizdal/ HX
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