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Circumnavigating Svalbard

Picture by Vivi BolinCredit: Jan Hvizdal/ HX



Citizen 
Science
NASA Globe Observer
We Collected 2 observations for NASA. 
You can view our data on the global map.

Inaturalist
We submitted 167 observations to 
Inaturalist. You can view our observations 
by clicking here. 

Ebird
We submitted 18 checklists to Ebird. You 
can view the trip report for your voyage by 
clicking here.

Credit: Jan Hvizdal/ HX

https://vis.globe.gov/clouds
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-06-24-ms-fram-circumnavigating-svalbard
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025-06-24-ms-fram-circumnavigating-svalbard
https://ebird.org/tripreport/391298
https://ebird.org/tripreport/391298


Science Boat
On our voyage we conducted 7 Science 
Boats during which we collected Secchi 
disc measurements, ctd profiles, plankton 
samples, Niskin bottle samples, and 
hydrophone recordings.

We used the microscopes in the science 
centre to identify plankton caught during 
the science boats. The most abundant 
zooplankton were copepods, a tiny 
planktonic crustacean (pictured left). 
Please see the following slide for more 
pictures of plankton caught during our 
voyage.

Click here to visit the Secchi Disc Project 
and view the Secchi data.

https://www.secchidisk.org/
https://www.secchidisk.org/


Crab larvae, knows as a zoea.

Ctenophore, also known as comb jelly. Barnacle cyprid larvae.

Salp larvae.



Underwater 
Drone and 
Hydrophone
To view the underwater drone footage 
from your voyage, please visit the HX 
YouTube channel by clicking here.

To listen to hydrophone recordings from 
your voyage, please visit our SoundCloud 
page by clicking here.

Credit: Jan Hvizdal/ HX

https://www.youtube.com/@HXUnderwaterDroneFootage
https://soundcloud.com/hx-expeditions
https://soundcloud.com/hx-expeditions


Geology 
reports
Svalbard is a paradise for geologists — a land where deep 
time rises to the surface. Its mountains and valleys reveal a 
story stretching back over 2.5 billion years. Here, you’ll find 
rich seams of coal formed in tropical swamps, marine fossils 
of ichthyosaurs and ammonites from long-vanished seas, and 
even the preserved footprints of dinosaurs pressed into 
Cretaceous sandstone. 

Travel back to the landing sites of your voyage by reading the 
geology reports compiled by your geologist Ashton.











Wildlife 
List - Marine  & Land 
Mammals

Credit: Jan Hvizdal / HX





Wildlife 
List – Birds

Credit: Jan Hvizdal/ HX





Guest 
scientists
We had the privilege of hosting Charlotte 
Findlay and Lauren McWhinnie from 
Heriot-Watt University. Charlotte and 
Lauren have been onboard carrying out 
some exciting whale research for the 
WAVE project, that aims to understand 
how whales might be impacted by vessels 
in the Arctic. Charlotte and Lauren have 
been collecting their data from the bridge 
of the ship and with guests’ help from the 
bow on deck 5. They  counted a total of 9 
species of marine mammals during this 
circumnavigation of Svalbard. 

Visit the WAVE website to find out more. 

Picture by Charlotte Findlay

https://www.wave-arcticwhales.com/


Guest 
scientists
We also had the privilege of hosting 
Fabienne Mannherz from Arhus University. 
Fabienne’s was onboard to investigate the 
underwater noise created by cuise operations 
in Svalbard
Please see the following slide for an overview 
of the recordings and deployments done by 
Fabienne during your voyage.

You can stay up to date with Fabienne’s 
research by visiting her blog: 
https://hejfabienne.substack.com/

Picture by Vivi Bolin

https://hejfabienne.substack.com/


Sound Cruising
Svalbard 24th June – 6th July

Successful deployment of the third recorder

in Hornsund / Burgerbukta

15 locations

• 4 with the help of Science Boat

Sound sources recorded

• Fram

• Zodiacs

• Underwater drone

• Sea Ice

• Glacier ice & water flow

• Bearded seals

Handheld recordings



Connect with your 
inner scientist
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