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Svalbard in the Spring
— Return of the Sun




Science &
Education
Program

Our Science and Education Team

accompanied you during your expedition
to the remote nature of the North East
Atlantic.

We had the opportunity to explore
Svalbard’s natural snow-covered beauty,
exceptional wildlife, and rich history. We
enjoyed lectures and interactive activities
onboard and explored our destinations
from Land and the Sea.




History

Guests joined us with an abundance of
curiosity about nature, wildlife and the
impact of humans on this pristine
environment. The human history of this
archipelago is intrinsically bound to its
wildlife. As we travelled, we observed
much evidence of how hunting and
trapping changed from subsistence living
to big industry. The industries whose
ancient and modern structures we visited,
showed us how the mineral mining
industry, especially coal, shaped the lives
of hundreds of people and fuelled the
furnaces of the mainland.
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Culture fitwli ]

For centuries, Svalbard has been a source T i %
of animal and mineral exploitation. @@ ﬁ% , q
However at Ny Alesund in Kongsfjord, SR B N
there was a startling contrast between the =N
human impact on Svalbard and what the @@ @@ @@ | ¥ Mm 1L &)
scientists are doing today. Not only did we L e
see the conserved buildings from the coal
mining era in the 20% century, but also the
international research stations from 10
countries. In this northern-most settlement
in the world, scientists work year round on
climate change and the natural sciences.




Bellsund, tectonic structures

Svalbard’s dramatic geological story only STaCked Sed | menTS Sa me Sed I I’nerTI-S/
peaked ’rhrough ’rhe blanke’red ’rhe bro ken & re pea‘l‘ed folded
landscape. The archipelago’s ancient

sedimentary rocks, formed over millions of
years from tropical seas to polar
conditions, were visible in the steep
mountain faces, exposed cliff sections and
intertidal areas. Much later they were
compressed violently by the converging
continents while forming the Caledonian
Mountain Range, until the rocks yielded,
either breaking or folding. All this
happened long before the ice took care of
the final sculpting of the landscape.



NASA Globe
Cloud
Observer

Together with our Environmental Scientist
Jeanne you observed the clouds and
submitted your observations to NASA
GLOBE Observer on 2 occasions.

These cloud observations can help NASA
improve our understanding of Earth’s
atmosphere and climate by providing
valuable data for scientific research and
climate modelling.

You conducted two NASA Globe Cloud
Observer citizen science projects. That
means two submissions went to NASA for
climate study in areas you visited, at sea,
along our voyage. Below is a link to our
data.

View our data on the global map



https://vis.globe.gov/clouds

iNaturalist

Throughout our expedition, we
documented the flora and fauna of
Svalbard and uploaded all our findings to
the iNaturalist platform.

During our voyage, we submitted 12
observations of 11 different species. This
effort contributes to the creation of a
comprehensive understanding of the
current distribution of species in the
archipelago and can aid researchers in
their ongoing studies and conservation
efforts to protect these species.

View our data submitted on our



https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/sbspi2503-ms-spitsbergen-8-20-may-2025
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/sbspi2503-ms-spitsbergen-8-20-may-2025

Plankton — Drif’rersﬂ of the Ocean
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Wildlife List — Seabirds

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Fulmarus glacialis
Stercorarius skua
Stercorarius parasiticus
Rissa tridactyla
Larus hypervoreus
Sterna paradisaea
Alle alle
Fratercula arctica
Cepphus grille

Uria lomvia

ENGLISH
Northern Fulmar
Great Skua
Arctic Skua (Parasitic Jaeger)
Blacklegged Kittiwake
Glacous Gull
Arctic Tern
Little Auk
Atlantic Puffin

Black Guillemot

Briinnich's Guillemot (Thick-billed Murre)

DEUTSCH
Eissturmvogel
Grol3e Raubméwe
Schmarotzerraubméwe
Dreizehenmdwe
Eismowe
Kiistenseeschwalbe
Krabbentaucher
Papageitaucher
Gryllteiste

Dickschnabellumme

FRANCAIS

Fulmar boréal

Grand Labbe

Labbe parasite
Mouette tridactyle
Goéland Bourgmestre
Sterne Arctique
Mergule nain
Macareux moine
Guillemot & miroir

Guillemot de Briinnich




Wildlife List — Shore

SCIENTIFIC NAME
Anser brachyrhynchus
Branta leucopsis
Branta bernicla
Somateria mollissima
Somateria spectabilis
Gavia stellata
Charadrius hiaticula
Calidris canutus

Calidris maritima

ENGLISH
Pink-footed Goose
Barnacle Goose
Brent Goose
Common Eider
King Eider
Red-throated Diver (Red-throated Loon)
Common Ringed Plover
Red Knot

Purple Sandpiper

birds

DEUTSCH
Kurzschnabelgans
Weillwangengans
Ringelgans
Eiderente
Prachteiderente
Sterntaucher
Sandregenpfeifer
Knutt

Meerstrandlaufer

FRANCAIS

Oie a bec court
Bernache nonnette
Bernache cravant
Eider a duvet

Eider a téte grise
Plongeon catmarin
Pluvier grand-gravelot
Bécasseau maubéche

Bécasseau violet




Wildlife List — Land birds

SCIENTIFIC NAME ENGLISH DEUTSCH FRANCAIS

Lagopus muta Rock Ptarmigan Alpenschneehuhn Lagopéde alpin

Plectrophenax nivalis Snow Bunting Schneeammer Bruant des neiges




e-Bird

During our Wildlife Watches, our Team
conducted detailed seabird surveys,
recording observations for the citizen
science platform eBird. We recorded 14
different species of birds in 6 checklists.

This initiative helps contribute valuable
data to global bird conservation efforts,
enhancing our understanding of seabird
populations and their habitats.

View our data on our e-Bird trip report



https://ebird.org/tripreport/378022




Wildlife List — Marine Mammals

SCIENTIFIC NAME ENGLISH

Balaenoptera acutorostrata Common Minke Whale

DEUTSCH FRANCAIS

Rorqual & museau pointu

Zwergwal
Delphinapterus leucas Beluga Whale Weillwal

Béluga

Erignathus barbatus Bearded Seal Bartrobbe Phoque Barbu

Walross
Ursus maritimus Polar Bear Eisbar

Odobenus rosmarus Walrus Morse

Ours polaire



Species
Spotlight

We were lucky enough to encounter these
fascinating animals three times on our
voyage. During the zodiac cruise through
Bjornfjorden, some of us were lucky
enough to see some walrus swimming in
the water. Although the walruses expected
in  Smeerenburg  had  unexpectedly
departed, at Moffen the previous day, we
could observe the walrus not only on the
beach, but there were also several groups
in the water who whilst also diving for
food, showed great curiosity and swam
closer to our ship.







Wildlife List — Land mammals

SCIENTIFIC NAME ENGLISH DEUTSCH FRANCAIS

Rangifer tarandus platyrhynchus Svalbard Reindeer Rentier Renne du Spitzberg

Vulpes lagopus Arctic Fox Polarfuchs Renard Arctique




Thank you fo
Jommg us!
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