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Science & 
Education 
program
During this voyage, we ran 5 citizen science 
projects in total: eBird, HappyWhale, INaturalist, 
Nasa Globe Cloud observer & SecchiDisk project. 
You were able to enrich your mind with 26 
lectures on different topics from birds to rocks. 
You also took part in the 15 discovery sessions 
we put on.

We had guest scientist on from two different 
projects that were collecting data whilst you were
onboard. The Freidlander lab was collecting
biopties and drone fotage. Where the by the
Durham University samples of the inter-tidal
seaweed was collected aswell as snow algea
samples. 

A lot of you were very interested in the scientific 
aspect of our voyage and we thank you all for your 
enthusiasm. Here we provide a resume of our 
science activities.
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Lectures & 
Discovery
sessions
26 Lectures
15 Discovery sessions
5   Citizen Science projects
12 Science boats
2   Guest Scientist projects



Wildlife 
Watch
40 Species:
10 Mammals
30 Birds  



NASA Globe 
observer
On this Highlights of Antarctica Expedition 
we conducted 2 cloud observations for the
Globe Observer NASA program that were
matched to satellite flyovers and we
submitted a total of 13 observations. We
have received 4 Satelitte Matching reports.

Thank you to the 42 Cloud Observers who 
participated in the program, and 
remember you can continue to do this at 
home!



2 Observation Locations recorded
Total Sessions: 2
Total Submissions: 13
Matches Received: 4

View our data on the global map

https://vis.globe.gov/clouds


Satellite Matching Reports

Please register your
email address when
using the app. 

This will ensure you 
receive satellite
matching reports.



The eBird project
During this voyage, our ornithologists
and environmental scientist, did with 
your help at least 24 surveys between 
Ushuaia and the Antarctic Peninsula, 
recording a total of 30 species. Some 
of the highlights were the abundant 
Wilson’s storm-petrel, black-browed 
albatrosses and southern giant petrels. 

Find the trip report for the voyage with 
the full list of species and checklists 
here.

We hope you keep eBirding, both 
around the world and in your backyard 
☺ Kim Rormark/HX

https://ebird.org/tripreport/338650


You can find the detailed list of 
species for each location by 
accessing this eBird trip report link.

These are all the locations of eBird observations done during this voyage

https://ebird.org/tripreport/338650




iNaturalist
We submitted around 43 observations
identifying 18 species of marine mammals
and birds. The most observed species 
were the Gentoo penguin followed by the
Antarctic fur seal. There is still time to join
our project once you are back home and 
have time to go through your photos. 
Helping us document the local biodiversity
will help the scientists worldwide to 
monitor the changes of distribution and 
abundance of the most iconic Antarctic
species. 

Join our project by searching its code
name: 2025_08-03_Antarctica_MS Fridtjof 
Nansen

View our data submitted on our iNaturalist 
project

©Martin Hain©Kay FochtmannDougie Wainwright/HX

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025_08-03_antarctica_ms-fridtjof-nansen
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/2025_08-03_antarctica_ms-fridtjof-nansen






iNaturalist



HappyWhale
This voyage was a success in terms of 
whale sightings. Our marine scientist 
Lilia, together with the science team, 
submitted 23 fluke photos to the
platform. One whale was new to 

Happywhale’s data base.
Over 10 other whale submissions had
been observed previously.
Thank you so much for helping us
gathering amazing pictures and 
moments!

View our data on the global map

Humpback Whale in Plenau © Timo Heinz / HX

https://happywhale.com/org/25;svy=131236


Our trip

Thank you, Mr. Robert 
Gallacher, for generously 
donating your photo! Your 
contribution made it 
possible for this whale to 
be adopted during this 
trip, and we truly 
appreciate your support.

Thank you for adopting
me!! My new name is 

Callun Harris



FRIEDLAENDER LAB
Bio-telemetry and Behavioral Ecology



To ta l  Wha les  Sampled  th i s  season

76 Humpback  Wha les

9 Minke  Wha les

29

To ta l  Wha les  f l own  over 140



Inter-tidal Seaweed

New Sites for Peterman 
Island & Neko Harbour

7 different species

> 50 samples for CN isotope 
analysis at Durham 
University



Snow Algae
Snow algae collected from 
all sites except Whalers 
Bay

33 filters for DNA research

New terrestrial data to 
compare to the marine 
algae dataset



What will the data be used for?
• How is carbon and nitrogen cycling 

around the Peninsula

• How productive are these species?

• What are the seasonal changes 
from November to March

• Improve the Natural History 
Museum archive of Antarctic 
material



Science Boat
We had 12 science boat sessions during
this trip in: Plenau island, Neko, Danco
Island, Orne Harbour & Whalers Bay. We
performed multiple secchi disk
measurements to document the
turbidity/clarity of the water and assess the
abundance of phytoplankton.

View our data submitted to the Secchi Disk 
Project

Date Location Depth 
(m)

11.03.25 Plenau Island 17,7
11.03.25 Plenau Island 17.5
14.03.25 Danco Island 12.9

http://www.playingwithdata.com/secchi-disk-project/


Plenau island Neko Danco Island

CTD Profiles



Phytoplankton and Climate Change

Here is a diagram that explains the temporal succession of phytoplankton communities. Our voyage allowed us to visit both the Northern and 
Southern areas of the Gerlache Strait. We observed big differences in the abundance and diversity of species between the north (Lemaire) and 
the south (Marguerite Bay), with higher and richer waters towards the south, matching those results. Data obtained thanks to the FjordPhyto
project participants. Marscioni et al 2023. 



Wildlife 
List - Birds

















Wildlife 
List - Marine Mammals







Connect with your inner scientist
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