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Science & 
education 
program
During this voyage, we ran 4
citisen science projects in total:
Nasa Cloud Globe Observer,
eBird, Happy Whale, and
Inaturalist. You were able to
enrich your mind with 8 lectures
and tiny talks on different topics
from birds to whales, to rocks.
You also took part in 19
discovery sessions and
activities we organised.

You showed a lot of interest in
the scientific aspect of our
voyage and we thank you all for
your enthusiasm. Here we
provide a resume of our science
activities.
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Lectures,
Discovery
sessions, & 
Activities

8 Lectures

19 Discovery sessions & 
Activities

©Giulia Bellon



Wildlife Watch

41 Species:

5 Mammals

36 Birds  

©Kay Fochtmann



4 Checklists
36 species observed



At least 2,023 individuals
of 39 species were
logged into eBird

5 duck & goose sp.
12  wader/shorebird sp.
15  seabird sp.

6  landbird sp.

60 bird species seen altogether on trip
Greylag Goose 8 Black-legged Kittiwake 86
Mallard 10 Black-headed Gull 1
Common Eider 185 Herring Gull 28
Harlequin Duck 6 Great Black-backed Gull 1
Red-breasted Merganser 4 Glaucous Gull 1
Eurasian Oystercatcher 8 Lesser Black-Backed Gull 7
European Golden Plover 5 Arctic Tern 55
Common Ringed Plover 14 Northern Fulmar 823
Whimbrel 2 Northern Gannet 5
Black-tailed Godwit 2 Great Cormorant 3
Common Snipe 5 Common Raven 1
Red-necked Phalarope 7 Redwing 2
Common Redshank 13 Northern Wheatear 1
Ruddy Turnstone 60 Common Raven 1
Red Knot 450 Redwing 2
Dunlin 50 Northern Wheatear 1
Purple Sandpiper 2 White Wagtail 1
Atlantic Puffin 64 Meadow Pipit 2
Black Guillemot 80
Razorbill 2
Common 
Guillemot/Murre 18 Large Auk species 9



Northern 
Fulmar

Red 
Knot

Black-legged
Kittiwake

Common
Eider

Most abundant species

Black 
Guillemot

823 450 185 86 80



Trip Report on eBird



NASA Cloud 
Observer

You were quite a few to assist
during our observations. We
did 1 cloud observation in total
during this voyage, resulting in
1 submission and 20
participants overall.

View our data on the global map

©Kim Rørmark

https://vis.globe.gov/clouds


Why did we observe clouds?

● Clouds affect the Earth’s temperature 
and its climate

● Satellites sometimes have a hard time 
detecting details and certain cloud 
types

● Our observations are needed to 
ground-truth satellite data



NASA cloud 
observer
1 Observation Locations
recorded.

View our data on the global map

https://vis.globe.gov/clouds


Workshop 
sessions
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What Did We See Today 
Sessions

We gave a couple sessions throughout this 
trip where we highlighted different species 
we had seen on that particular day. 
Topics ranged from seabirds, to whales, to
geological formations.



Whale bones and whale sounds

We joined our Marine Biologist Lilia
and our ORCA representative Michaela
on an hour long workshop where they
shared their expertise on whale bones
and how whales produce sounds.
You had the opportunity to listen to
different cetacean species and fully
immerse yourselves in the world of
whales!



Science Boat

We went out once 
and picked 2 
plankton samples
from Patreksfjörður
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Microscope sessions

We did one session where we 
analysed the plankton we 
picked on our science boat 
trip. 

The sample from 
Patreksfjordur was full of 
zooplankton life, such as these 
jellyfish and sea slug 
(nudibranch) here. 



iNaturalist
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iNaturalist

Please do join the project once at home to upload your
observations!



Submissions for Individual 
Identification:
1 Humpback Whale

Photo: Simon Delany



Geology of Iceland

In Patreksfjordur we dealt with the 
landforming forces of glaciers during the 
last ice ages which formed the flattened
mountains there. 

The main topic in Iceland however, were the different 
landscape features caused by basaltic volcanism of mid
ocean ridges and hot spots:

lava rocks and black sands in 
Snaefellsness peninsula©Regina Gehmlich



Basaltic columns in Snaefellsness peninsula and 
Akureyri

Craters of volcanic scoria and tephra in 
Snaefellsness peninsula and Heimaey island

©Regina Gehmlich



Additionally we learned about geothermal fields of 
Iceland as proof for the ongoing volcanic activity
and as important energy source in Iceland. 

Sulfur springs/Akureyri
On the way out of Bakkagerdi we also took
advantage of the sighting of a fog bow to talk about
optical phenomenons in the Arctic. 

©Regina Gehmlich



Wildlife List - Birds

©Kim Rørmark









Wildlife 
List - Mammals

©Milos Janosevic







Thank you for your participation!



Citizen Science 
Program



Connect with your 
inner scientist


